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The Delhi High Court's recognition of yet another foreign award passed under the
Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) Rules 2010, despite several
objections by the award-debtor, reinforces India's increasingly pro-arbitration
approach and signals the country's growing potential to attract foreign investors.
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Background to the award

GUIDES
Glencore International BV (Glencore) led an execution petition in 2015 in relation to a SIAC
THOUGHT LEADERSHIP award (Award) in its favour before the Delhi High Court.
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Indian Potash Limited (IPL), the award-debtor, raised objections against the enforcement of the
award on numerous grounds, including that the parties had not agreed to an arbitration under
the SIAC Rules.
The arbitration was subject to the laws of Singapore. However, the arbitration clause required
that the arbitration be conducted under "the Rules of Singapore International Arbitration of the
Chambers of Commerce in Singapore" – a non-existent institution.
The SIAC Register decided that SIAC had the necessary jurisdiction and proceeded with the
reference.
Interestingly, the arbitral tribunal applied the expedited procedure to the arbitration.

The Delhi High Court's decision
Upon the ling of the Execution Petition by Glencore, IPL raised four objections before the
Delhi High Court, each of which were rejected by the Court:
Objection 1: The Award was not stamped under the Indian Stamp Act
IPL contended that the enforcement proceedings could be commenced only after the Award
was properly stamped.
In rejecting this objection, the Delhi High Court relied on the Supreme Court's decision in M/s
Shriram EPC Limited v Rioglass Solar SA (Civil Appeal No. 9515/2018), where it was held that
foreign awards were not required to be stamped under the Indian Stamp Act.
The Court also held that a requirement to stamp foreign awards would be contrary to the
intention of the Indian Arbitration Act, 1996.
This is because it would be impossible for an award-creditor to pay stamp duty in every Indian
state where it wished to enforce its award.
Objection 2: The parties did not agree to the arbitration being conducted under the SIAC
Rules
Given the reference to a non-existent institution under the arbitration clause, IPL contended
that the SIAC Rules (and the expedited procedure thereunder) were not applicable to the
arbitration.
The Court found that:
1

the tribunal adopted the correct interpretative approach to arrive at the reasonable
SIAC Rules applied.
toconclusion
monitorthat
sitethe
usage
so we can make
the procedure followed under SIAC Rules did not cause any prejudiceYES
to IPL.

We use cookies
2 to your experience.
improvements
3
a procedural defect would not form a basis for refusing enforcement of the Award.
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Objection 3: The tribunal failed to decide on its jurisdiction at the threshold, before the
rendering of the Award
IPL argued that this failure deprived it of a possible appeal prior to the rendering of the Award
and caused signi cant prejudice.
The Court held that the fundamental policy of Indian law did not require a decision on
jurisdiction prior to a hearing on merits.
The discretion in this regard would lie with the arbitral tribunal, as also provided under
Singapore's International Arbitration Act.
Objection 4: Breach of principles of natural justice
IPL objected to the fact that Glencore was permitted to amend its pleadings during the nal
hearing and that IPL was not permitted to contest the amendment.
This objection was also found to be unsustainable in view of Rule 17.5 of the SIAC Rules 2010,
which empowers the arbitral tribunal to allow amendments to pleadings.
The Court found that the tribunal gave IPL suf cient opportunity to reply to the amendments
and it was IPL that failed to respond
The Delhi High Court also directed IPL to deposit the awarded amounts within four weeks from
the date of the decision.

Key takeaways
The Delhi High Court's decision signi es a trend amongst Indian courts to adopt an
increasingly pro-arbitration approach.
Expectations, however, must be managed in respect of timelines. While the Delhi High Court's
nal decision in this case is encouraging, it did take four years for this decision to be passed,
after the execution petition was led in 2015.
All this is, nevertheless, encouraging news in the developing history of the enforcement of
foreign awards in India.
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The judgment can be found here.
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